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By: Ashley Ross from Time.com 

Modern St. Patrick’s Day celebrations, at least in the United States, 
are likely be to characterized by commercial lucky charms and 
green beer—all of which has very little to do with the historical 
figure of the saint. As it turns out, it took centuries for the holiday 
to accrue the elements that now seem crucial to its celebrations. 

The March 17 celebration started in 1631 when the Church estab-
lished a Feast Day honoring St. Patrick. He had been Patron Saint 
of Ireland who had died around the fifth century—a whopping 12 
centuries before the modern version of the holiday was first ob-
served. But very little is known about who he actually was, accord-

ing to Marion Casey, a 
clinical assistant profes-
sor of Irish Studies at 
New York University 
(and a regular marcher 
in the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade in Manhattan). 

“We know that he was 
a Roman citizen, be-
cause Britain was Ro-
man then, and then he 
was enslaved and taken 

to Ireland, where he either escaped or was released,” Casey says. 
“And then he became a priest and went back to Ireland, where he 
had a lot of luck converting the Druid culture into Christians.” 

Legend says St. Patrick was actually born Maewyn Succat, but that 
he changed his name to Patricius (or Patrick), which derives from 
the Latin term for “father figure,” after he became a priest. And 
that supposed luck of his is the root of all the themed merchandise 
for modern St. Patrick’s Day. 

It wasn’t until the early 18th century that many of today’s tradi-
tions were kicked into high gear. Since the holiday falls during 
Lent, it provides Christians a day off from the prescriptions of 
abstinence leading up to Easter, and around the 1720s, the church 
found it “got kind of out of control,” Casey says. It was to remind 
celebrants what the holiday actually stood for that the church first 
associated a botanical item—customary for all saints—with St. 
Patrick, assigning him the symbol of the likewise lucky shamrock. 

Modern-day celebrations and themes continued to take shape 
during the rest of the 1700s. In 1762, the first New York City 
parade took place. It wasn’t until 1798, the year of the Irish Rebel-
lion, that the color green became officially associated with the day, 
Casey says. Up until the rebellion, the color associated with St. 
Patrick was blue, as it was featured both in the royal court and on 
ancient Irish flags. But as the British wore red, the Irish chose to 
wear green, and they sang the song “The Wearing of the Green” 

during the rebellion, cementing the 
color’s relevance in Irish history.  

As for the green beer, that’s an even 
later addition. In fact, it wasn’t until 
the late 20th century that Ireland 
repealed a law that initially kept 
everything—pubs included—shut 
down for the day. Since then, 
thanks to a marketing push from 
Budweiser in the 1980s, downing 
beer has become a common way to 
celebrate, regardless of how closely 
it’s tied to the actually meaning of 
St. Patrick himself.  
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MANSFIELD MAIN LIBRARY 

872-6100 

109 Crosby Street 

Mansfield, LA 71052 

Mon.—Thurs. 9 a.m.—6 p.m.  

Friday 9 a.m.—5 p.m. 

Saturday 9 a.m.—1 p.m. 

 

LOGANSPORT BRANCH 

697-2311 

203 Hwy. 5 

Logansport, LA 71049 

Mon.—Thurs. 9 a.m.—6 p.m.  

Friday 9 a.m.—5 p.m. 

Saturday 9 a.m.—1 p.m. 

 

PELICAN BRANCH 

755-2353 

145 Jackson Ave. 

Pelican, LA 71063 

Mon.  9 a.m.—6 p.m.  

Tues.—Fri. 9 a.m.—5 p.m. 

Saturday 9 a.m.—1 p.m. 

 

STONEWALL BRANCH 

925-9191 

808 Hwy. 171 

Stonewall, LA 71078 

Mon.—Thurs. 9 a.m.—6 p.m.  

Friday 9 a.m.—5 p.m. 

Saturday 9 a.m.—1 p.m. 
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The True History Behind St. Patrick’s Day 

https://www.nycstpatricksparade.org/
http://www.stpatricksdayneworleans.com/
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/dca/supp_info/parade7.html
http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,1972553_1972551_1972451,00.html


A Catered St. Patrick’s Day 

INFORM Turning Pages 

CHECK IT 

OUT! 

Apoca Lips 

Piers Anthony                   AF ANT 

 

Murder at Haven’s Rock 

Kelley Armstrong                  AF ARM 

 

Central Places 

Delia Cai    AF CAI 

 

Death of a Traitor 

M.C. Beaton   AF BEA 

 

Blue Moon Haven 

Janet Dailey   AF DAI 

 

A Calder at Heart 

Janet Dailey   AF DAI 

 

It’s One of Us 

J. T. Ellison   AF ELL 

 

Code 6 

James Grippando          AF GRI 

 

The Appeal 

Janice Hallett  AF HAL 

 

One Extra Corpse 

Barbara Hambley  AF HAM 

 

Exiles 

Jane Harper  AF HAR 

 

How Long ‘Til Black Future Month 

N.K. Jemisin   AF JEM 

 

The Wilderwomen 

Ruth Emmie Lang   AF LAN 

 

The Bullet that Missed 

Richard Osman                   AF OSM 

 

Beats and Blow 

Shaun Sinclair                    AF SIN 

 

The Maid’s Diary 

Loreth Anne White                   AF WHI 

 

The Last Housewife 

Ashley Winstead   AF WIN 
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Bingo:                                    

LO—First Tues. of each 

month @ 10 a.m.                         

ST—First Thurs. of each 

month; 10—11:30 a.m. 

MA—First & Last Thurs. of 

each month @ 10 a.m. 
 

Book Clubs:                              

Books & Biscuits— First Tues. 

of each month @ 11:30 a.m.                         

Pelican Bookworms—Third Tues. 

@ 3 p.m. at Pelican Branch  

Sabine River Book Club—Fourth 

Mon. @ 10:30 a.m. at                 

Logansport Branch    
   

Stonewall Friends of the 

Library to meet the first 

Wednesday of each month at 

the Library at 1 p.m. Call 925-

9191 for more information.  
 

Logansport Friends of the 

Library to meet every second 

Friday of each month at 10 

a.m. Call 697-2311 for more 

information. 
 

Mansfield Friends of the 

Library to meet the first 

Thursday of each month at 10 

a.m. at the Main Library. Call 

872-6100 for details. 
 

Pelican Friends of the Li-

brary to meet every second 

Monday of the month at 1 

p.m. Call 755-2353 for details. 
 

At a glance: 

www.desotoparishlibrary.org 

Looking for a night of intrigue, chaos, and comedic miscommunication? Then join 
us at BackAlley Theatre in Grand Cane for our production of Neil Simon’s Rumors. 
This story is about a group gathering to celebrate a friend’s wedding anniversary. 
The catch is: the first couple to arrive, Chris and Ken Gorman, discover their host 
in an upstairs bedroom bleeding from a self-inflicted gunshot wound, the hostess 
has seemingly fled the scene, and the butler and cook are nowhere to be found. To 
top things off, the rest of the guests begin arriving! 
To protect their friend’s reputation, they decide to hide the truth. Hilarity ensues as 
more people show up, (including in a pair of police officers!), and the whole facade 
spirals out of control. But as the guests try to keep this story from getting out, their 
own dirty little secrets are exposed. Doors slam and injuries abound as they scram-
ble to keep each other in the dark, about the situation upstairs, and even more so 
about their own personal predicaments. 
Tiffani Maddox, in the role of Chris Gorman, graces BackAlley’s stage for the first 
time and brings a bubbly nature and quick wit to her character. This seasoned ac-
tress is well known in and around the Shreveport area, having most recently ap-
peared in productions of Clue at the East Bank Theatre and Boeing Boeing at 
Shreveport Little Theatre. 
Ethan Springer, in the role of Ken Gorman, has appeared in several BackAlley 
productions, most recently in Not a Creature was Stirring... Not Even a Moose and 
Farce of Nature. As our audiences are well aware, Ethan possesses a great sense of 
comedic timing and this talent is on full display. With every role he takes on his 
skills only sharpen. 
Shawn Fargerson, in the role of Officer Welch, is a recent addition to the BackAlley 
stage. Our audience will recognize him from his hilarious take on bank manager 
Herbie Henderson in Anybody Out There?. Shawn has appeared in several produc-
tions around the Shreveport area as well, including East Bank’s Clue and Shreveport 
Little Theatre’s Our Town. 
Cast also includes: Lisa Duty, Ken Murphy, Donna Griffith, Jim Griffith, Terry 
Sparks, Brian McCarty, and Abby Nally. Directed by Barry Larson. 
For a raucous night full of laughs and fast-paced fun, join us for BackAlley Thea-
tre’s production of Neil Simon’s Rumors from March 24 - April 1. Showtimes are at 
7pm and our matinee is at 2pm. For more information and to purchase tickets, visit 
BackAlleyGrandCane.com 
*This production does feature adult language and mature themes and may not be 
suitable for young children. 

Neil Simon’s Rumors 

at BackAlley Theatre 

         By: Isis Crawford      AF CRA 

To most of the people of 
Longely, New York, St. 
Paddy's Day means good 
food, great music, and plenty 
of Guinness. But when the 
lifeless body of Mike 
Sweeney floats to the top of 
a vat of green beer, it looks 
like the luck o' the Irish has 
just run out. Unfortunately 
for the Simmons sisters, 
Bernie and Libby, the num-
ber one suspect is related to 
one of their very best cater-
ing customers, the pampered 
and powerful Bree Notting-

ham. When Bree visits A Little 
Taste of Heaven to beseech them to clear her nephew's 
name, they just can't say no.  

But the more information Bernie and Libby stir up, the 
more Duncan Nottingham looks like a killer. For Bernie 
and Libby, the situation is deadly and in danger of boil-
ing over. And they can't count on good old Saint Pat to 
drive out the snake in their midst. . .they'll have to do it 
themselves, before a murderer strikes again.  

 

"Fans of culinary cozies by Joanne Fluke and Diane Mott Da-
vidson will enjoy discovering Crawford."--Library Journal 

Includes Original Recipes for You to Try! 

"Cozy fans will appreciate the zany characters, witty dialogue, 
and puzzling plot." --Publishers Weekly  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2FBackAlleyGrandCane.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3eoOrgBIQKbM7fSBWLp0BFLMN6YQR7S9fxVbuhP38qpc6vHijGIJmRSr4&h=AT09ZItxNrNeJ4scQUUUBOcM7eeUmNY91vaBJTTSmIJKtvTB78RjXzM_0WmBWNDaNXZ1YqGP7UhQJP5TApJVQ5VLH1uUrQPwxjUv52qykrq3oVFeHf
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By History.com Editors. 

Women’s History Month is a cele-
bration of women’s contributions 
to history, culture and society and 
has been observed annually in the 
month of March in the United 
States since 1987. Women’s Histo-
ry Month 2023 will take place from 
Wednesday, March 1 - Friday, 
March 31, 2023.   

Why Do We Celebrate Women’s 

History Month? 

Women’s History Month is a dedi-
cated month to reflect on the often
-overlooked contributions of wom-
en to United States history. From 
Abigail Adams to Susan B. Antho-
ny, Sojourner Truth to Rosa Parks, 
the timeline of women’s history 
milestones stretches back to the 
founding of the United States. 

The actual celebration of Women’s 
History Month grew out of a week-
long celebration of women’s con-
tributions to culture, history and 
society organized by the school 
district of Sonoma, California, in 
1978. Presentations were given at 
dozens of schools, hundreds of 
students participated in a “Real 
Woman” essay contest and a pa-
rade was held in downtown Santa 
Rosa. 

A few years later, the idea caught 
on within communities, school 
districts and organizations across 
the country. In 1980, President 
Jimmy Carter issued the first presi-
dential proclamation declaring the 
week of March 8 as National 
Women’s History Week. The U.S. 
Congress followed suit the next 
year, passing a resolution establish-
ing a national celebration. Six years 
later, the National Women’s Histo-

ry Project successfully petitioned 
Congress to expand the event to 
the entire month of March. 

International Women’s Day 

International Women’s Day, a 
global celebration of the economic, 
political and social achievements of 
women, took place for the first 
time on March 8, 1911. Many 
countries around the world cele-
brate the holiday with demonstra-
tions, educational initiatives and 
customs such as presenting women 
with gifts and flowers.  

The United Nations has sponsored 
International Women’s Day since 
1975. When adopting its resolution 
on the observance of International 
Women’s Day, the United Nations 
General Assembly cited the follow-
ing reasons: “To recognize the fact 
that securing peace and social pro-
gress and the full enjoyment of 
human rights and fundamental 
freedoms require the active partici-
pation, equality and development 
of women; and to acknowledge the 
contribution of women to the 
strengthening of international 
peace and security.” 

Women's History Month Theme 

2023 

The National Women's History 
Alliance designates a yearly theme 
for Women's History Month. The 
2023 theme is "Celebrating Women 
Who Tell Our Stories." This theme 
recognizes "women, past and pre-
sent, who have been active in all 
forms of media and storytelling 
including print, radio, TV, stage, 
screen, blogs, podcasts, news, and 
social media." 

Women’s History Month 

https://www.history.com/topics/first-ladies/abigail-adams
https://www.history.com/topics/womens-history/susan-b-anthony
https://www.history.com/topics/womens-history/susan-b-anthony
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/sojourner-truth
http://history.com/topics/black-history/rosa-parks
https://www.history.com/topics/womens-history/womens-history-us-timeline
https://www.history.com/topics/womens-history/womens-history-us-timeline
https://womenshistorymonth.gov/
https://womenshistorymonth.gov/
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/california
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/jimmy-carter
https://www.history.com/topics/womens-history
https://www.history.com/news/the-surprising-history-of-international-womens-day
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/united-nations
https://nationalwomenshistoryalliance.org/special-event-announcing-the-2023-womens-history-theme/
https://nationalwomenshistoryalliance.org/special-event-announcing-the-2023-womens-history-theme/


Are you listening to 

FREE hoopla music?  

All you need is your library card and then just open 

hoopla through your desktop browser or downloaded 

app. Choose DeSoto Parish Library. Enter your library 

card number and pin. Input your information. Click  

“Sign Me Up” Browse, select and enjoy! It’s that simple! 

Download your favorite album to your phone or com-

puter and you can play it anytime offline!  You can also 

download audio books, movies and much more! Check 

it out! 

ENTERTAIN 

Manu Ginobili 

Demar Derozan 

Draymond Green 

Lamarcus Aldridge 

Dwight Howard 

Jose Barea 

Jeremy Lin 

Paul Millsap 

Russell Westbrook 

Lebron James 

Serge Ibaka 

Chris Bosh 

Monta Ellis 

Kawhi Leonard 

Dirk Nowitzki 

Turning Pages www.desotoparishlibrary.org 

Mission Statement: The DeSoto Parish Library is a service institution which seeks to inform, educate, entertain, and culturally 

enrich the lives of all people, from early childhood to senior citizens, through the use of books and other materials, technological 
innovations, facilities and professional services. 

DeSoto Parish Library     

“ANCORA IMPARA, INTEMPORALITER” 

(Still learning...eternally) 

If you would like to 

receive this newsletter 

via email, please email 

Kriston at 

knewsom@state.lib.la.us 

or call (318) 872-6100 

and leave your email 

address. 

Al Horford 

Tim Duncan 

Klay Thompson 

Kyrie Irving 

Tony Parker 

David West 

Dwayne Wade 

Damian Lillard 

Blake Griffin 

Stephen Curry 

Deandre Jordan 

Kevin Durant 

Chris Paul 

Isaiah Thomas 

Paul George 

Kyle Lowry 

Kevin Love 

Deron Williams 

James Harden 

NBA Basketball Players 

Libby has the same collection of 

titles as the Overdrive app. It’s a 

different way to access the 

library collection. 

    1. With Libby if you prefer 

reading on your Kindle, Libby 

can send your library books to 

it. 

    2. Keep your reading history 

in the Activity tab. 

    3. All holds and loans are 

consolidated on a single shelf. 

    4. Sam-

ple any 

book with 

just a tap. 

www.desotoparishlibrary.org 

CHECK OUT 

A HOTSPOT 
@ Your Library! 

Call or stop 

by for more 

information 

4 chocolate wafer 
cookies, divided 

1 pkg. (1 oz.) JELL-O 
Pistachio Flavor Sugar 
Free Fat Free Instant 
Pudding 

1-1/2 cups cold fat-
free milk  

1/4 tsp. peppermint extract  

2 cups thawed COOL WHIP LITE Whipped Topping 

1 oz. BAKER'S Semi-Sweet Chocolate, finely chopped 

1. Crush 2 wafers, sprinkle onto bottom of 9 inch pie plate 
sprayed with cooking spray. 

2. Beat pudding mix, milk and extract in large bowl with 
whisk 2 min. Stir in COOL WHIP and chopped chocolate; 
spoon over wafer crumbs in pie plate. Top with remaining 
wafers, cut into quarters.  

3. Freeze 6 hours or until firm. Remove pie from freezer 10 
min. before serving; let stand at room temperature to sof-
ten slightly before cutting to serve.  

Grasshopper 

Pudding Pie 

https://www.myfoodandfamily.com/product/00043000205556/1-oz-jell-o-pistachio-flavor-sugar-free-fat-free-instant-pudding
https://www.myfoodandfamily.com/product/00043000205556/1-oz-jell-o-pistachio-flavor-sugar-free-fat-free-instant-pudding
https://www.myfoodandfamily.com/product/00043000205556/1-oz-jell-o-pistachio-flavor-sugar-free-fat-free-instant-pudding
https://www.myfoodandfamily.com/product/00043000205556/1-oz-jell-o-pistachio-flavor-sugar-free-fat-free-instant-pudding
https://www.myfoodandfamily.com/product/00043000009505/thawed-cool-whip-lite-whipped-topping
https://www.myfoodandfamily.com/product/00043000054024/baker39s-semi-sweet-chocolate-finely-chopped

